VOL. 03
NOV 2018

1

Medicine for Disillusionment

The annual Chale Wote art festival which takes place
in the heart of Accra,serves as an arena for exhibiting
contemporary African, African-American and Caribbean
art.
Unappealing surfaces such as concrete brides, street
walls and fencing, become a source of delight,
uplifting the spirits of the participants. Artists get to
vent any frustrations and visitors also get to forget
their worries, even for a brief moment.

Figure 5.Artist perspective, (www.pinterest.dk/pin) 2018

Street Art
An Expression of the Soul
Art is beautiful. Art is life. The only problem is in the hustle and bustle of life
and living in the city, 80% of us live it. We drive past the various expressions of
the soul, only to restore when it’s too dark to see even if we had the time or
the presence of the mind.
The artistic expression of a people as a gaping window to their minds, state of
the nation, experiences of families, hopes and aspirations.
Street art in Ghana has become an indispensable hue on the urban fabric. All
around the capital and beyond we see flashes of colorful murals and paintings
all conspicuously drawing attention of passersby. So much so that on an
annual basis there is an entire festival dedicated to street art and the urban

Figure 5.Artist perspective, (www.pinterest.dk/pin) 2018

color. It has become an indispensable part of our culture. A universal
language not owned by one ethnic group or nation but a common universal

The social commentary

language of freedom and self-expression.

Street art, like all other arts is used as tools to make
statements about the artist's environment and
exposure and even in some cases used to personify the
status quo.
The image above was created by Brazilian graffiti
artist, Alexandre Keto while in Ghana conveying his
perception of his environment.

Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist
once you grow up”

- Pablo Picasso.

The trend of street art in Ghana begun with artists looking to make some
money off their craft in and around the capital and tourist hot spots. With time,
street art evolved from solely a money making venture to self-expression.
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Economic barometer

Street art has always existed in one form or another
however, with the growth of the middle and upper
class in Ghana street artist can now afford to use more
expensive paints, sprays and mediums to facilitate
their art. Street art vibrancy and intricacy can be used
as an unorthodox barometer to visualize the rise of the
middle and upper classes in a society.

graffiti in celebration of Ghana’s independence
(source: www.newsghana.com.gh)

Political art

Street art is also used to make political statements and express a political
point of views. Street art sometimes conveys the artist political leanings,
historic or controversial figures in Ghana’s history all to send an ultimate
message to observers.
Like many other things politics, also has its shade in the urban hue. Artist
express their affections for individuals and parties using their street art. These
images come with their own myriad of meaning sometimes to mock, promote
and in some cases convey total objection for a person, party or group.

(source: frankiebeane.wordpress.com)

What does art mean to you?

Are you simply dashing through life without catching
your breath to enjoy the little pleasures or even
express your deep seated desires?
Is there any artistic expression in the way you live,
work and play?

For us in Spektra, Art is a
cherished tool used to enrich each
space, making our clients sigh in
relief and enoy the pleasures life
has to offer.
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